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AMENDMENTS TO THE BLASPHEMY LAWS ACT 2010 

National Assembly of Pakistan 

Amendments in Offences Related to Religion: Amendments in the Pakistan Penal Code 
and Criminal Procedure Code 
 
Whereas the Constitution of Pakistan Article 25 provides for equal protection of all citizens under the law; whereas the 
founder of Pakistan, Quaid e Azam, Mohammad Ali Jinnah declared in his address to the First Constituent Assembly of 
Pakistan on 11th August 1947 that all Pakistanis shall be equal under the law, this bill, in pursuit of these objectives seeks to 
amend the Pakistan Penal Code 1860 and Criminal Procedure Code 1898, in the following ways:   

1. Short Title and Commencement: 1] This Act may be called the Review of the Blasphemy Laws Act, 2010. 2] It shall 
come into force at once. 

2. )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωυ ! ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȰÔÅÎȱ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÅÌÅÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÔ×Ïȱ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÄȢ 

3. )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωυ " ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȰÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÆÅȱ ÂÅ ÄÅÌÅÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȰÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÔÅÒÍ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÙ ÅØÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÖÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ 
ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÉÎÅ ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÏÔÈȱ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÄȢ 

4. )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωυ # ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȰÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÅÁÔÈȱ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÅÌÅÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȬȭÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÔÅÒÍ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÙ ÅØÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÉÎÅ ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÏÔÈȱ ÂÅ 
substituted. 

5. In sections 295 C, 298A of the Pakistan Penal Code afteÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÏÅÖÅÒȭȭȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ȰÍÁÌÉÃÉÏÕÓÌÙȟ ÄÅÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÌÙ 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȱ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ 

6. )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωψ" ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬȭÏÒ ÂÙ ÖÉÓÉÂÌÅ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȱȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȬȭÍÁÌÉÃÉÏÕÓÌÙȟ 
ÄÅÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȱȭ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ 

7. A sectÉÏÎ ςπσ ! ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ!ÎÙÏÎÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÆÁÌÓÅ ÏÒ ÆÒÉÖÏÌÏÕÓ ÁÃÃÕÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÙ 
of the sections of 295A, 295B and 295C, of the Pakistan Penal Code shall be punished in accordance with similar 
punishments prescribed in the secÔÉÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÏÒ ÆÒÉÖÏÌÏÕÓ ÁÃÃÕÓÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÄÅȢȭȭ 

8. ! ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωψ % ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ!ÎÙ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÃÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÈÁÔÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÓ 
incitement to discrimination or violence shall be punishable with imprisonment of either description for a term 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÙ ÅØÔÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÉÎÅ ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÏÔÈȢȱ 

9. )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ σπ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ 0ÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅ #ÏÄÅ ɉ#Ò0#Ɋȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȬȭÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÏÆÆÅÎÃÅÓ ÆÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ςωυ!ȟ 
ςωυ" ÁÎÄ ςωυ# ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅȭȭȟ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȬȭÐÕÎÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÅÁÔÈȢȭȭ 

10. 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ ρωπ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #Ò0# ÂÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ɉσɊ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ Ȱ!ÌÌ ÏÆÆÅÎÃÅÓ ÆÁÌÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 
sections 295A, 295B and 295C of the Pakistan Penal Code shall exclusively be taken cognizance of by the Court of 
3ÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ (ÉÇÈ #ÏÕÒÔȱȢ 

11. 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ ρωσ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #Ò0# ÂÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÄÄȟ ȬȭÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÌÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ρωπ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÄÅȭȭ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
×ÏÒÄÓȟ ȬȭÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÉÔ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ρωπȟ ÓÕÂÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ɉςɊȢȭȭ 

12. )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςπρ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #Ò0# Á 0ÒÏÖÉÓÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ςπρɉςɊ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ ȬȭÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÔ ÉÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÎ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ Á 
Magistrate under sections 295A, 295B and 295C of the Pakistan Penal Code, he shall not take cognizance of it and 
forward it to the proper Sessions Court with an endorsement to that effect and in case the complaint has not made in 
×ÒÉÔÉÎÇȟ ÓÕÃÈ -ÁÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ #ÏÕÒÔȢȭȭ 
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13. 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςπς ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #Ò0# ÂÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ ÓÕÂÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ɉυɊ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ Ȭȭ.otwithstanding anything contained in the 

preceding subsections any complaint made under sections section 295A, 295B and 295C of the Pakistan Penal Code 
shall be filed at and taken cognizance of by a Court of Sessions and tried by the High Court, whereas the procedure 
ÌÁÉÄ ÄÏ×Î ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÃÅÄÉÎÇ ÓÕÂÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄȢȭȭ 

14. Amendments to Schedule II of the Criminal Procedure Code shall be as follows: 

Section 

 
Offence 

Warrant 
required 
for arrest 

or not?  

Where a 
warrant or a 

summons 
shall 

ordinarily 
issue in the 

first 
instance 

Bailable 
or  Non-
Bailable 
offense 

Compound-
able or not 

Punishment under the Pakistan 
Penal Code 

Appropriate 
Court for 

Trial 

295A Use of derogatory 
remarks, etc in 
respect of holy 
personage 

Shall not 
arrest 
without 
warrant 

Warrant Bailable Not 
compound-
able 

Imprisonment of either 
description for 2 years or 
fine or both (it was 2 years 
before amendment in 1991) 

High Court 

295 B Defiling etc. of copy 
of Holy Quran 

Ditto Ditto Non-
bailable 

Ditto Imprisonment of either 
description for 5 years or 
fine or both 

High Court 

295 C Use of derogatory 
remarks, etc in 
respect of the Holy 
Prophet 

Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto Imprisonment of either 
description for 10 years or 
fine or both 

High Court 

203 A Anyone making 
false or frivolous 
accusations under 
sections 295A, 
295B and 295C etc. 

May 
arrest 
without 
warrant 

Ditto Ditto Ditto Imprisonment of either 
description for 3 years or fine 
or both in case accusation made 
under 295A; imprisonment of 
either description for 5 years or 
fine or both in case accusation 
made under section 295B; 
imprisonment of either 
description for 10 years or fine 
or both in case accusation made 
under section 295C. 

Court of 
Sessions. 

298 E Advocacy of religious 
hatred that 
constitutes 
incitement to 
discrimination or 
violence etc. 

May 
arrest 
without 
warrant 

Ditto Ditto Ditto Imprisonment of either 
description for seven years 
or with fine or both 

Court of 
Sessions 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES AND REASONS 
 

Amendments to the Blasphemy Laws are long overdue. These must include a rationalization of punishments 
under the offences relating to religion. Vague terminology in these laws has led to their wide mis-use for the 
persecution of others. The sentences must be reduced so that the incentive to use these laws to settle scores is 
taken away. Sentences that promote justice rather than open the doors to religious persecution will be respected 
and applied properly, and it is these that must be rationalized in pursuit of Constitutional guarantees for 
protection of all citizens under the law. The ascertainment of malicious intent must also be made when charges 
are brought against an accused person. The absence of demonstrating premeditation in all such charges has led to 
a widespread abuse of such laws, where innocent people have suffered trials and tribulations at the hands of their 
accusers who use these laws to pressure the accused for personal or material gain. The absence of such a clause 
does not take into account the concept of mens rea, which is central to procedures in all criminal offences. 

It is equally important that those making false or frivolous allegations under section 295A, 295B and 295C of the 
Pakistan Penal Code must also be punished, as misuse of religion to harm others and put them through agony is a 
serious offence. The Pakistan Penal Code must also be amended to include a new section for making any advocacy 
of religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination or violence an offence. 

The Pakistan Penal Code 1860 and the Criminal Procedure Code, 1898 are the major statutes relating to criminal 
law in Pakistan. While the PPC deals in defining all the offences and mentions their punishments, the Criminal 
Procedure Code acts as a procedural law, providing machinery for the punishment of offenders against the 
substantive criminal law. The two codes are read together, and amendments to the CrPC are essential to ensure 
the effectiveness of amendments to the PPC. Any bill seeking to make amendments that work for justice delivery 
on the ground must amend these two statutory codes together.  

!ÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ 0ÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅ #ÏÄÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
vulnerable citizens, who routinely face judgments and verdicts at the lower courts where mob pressure is often 
mobilized to obtain a conviction. It must be ensured that a court of Sessions take cognizance of an offence made 
under sections 295A, 295B and 295C of the Pakistan Penal Code on complaints filed before it, so that the 
complainant takes full responsibility of the consequences in case the accusations are false or frivolous. All 
complaints under sections 295 A, 295 B and 295 C should be made before a Court of Sessions and subsequently 
tried by the High Court, because trials by High Courts are likely to strengthen the possibility for justice. Given that 
the intent of this Bill is to avoid miscarriages of justice in the name of Blasphemy, it should be the aim of a just 
society, as enshrined in our Constitution and Islam, to try all such cases at the High Courts which are always under 
a higher degree of public scrutiny. 

Given that one of the principle tenets of Islam is to ensure justice to all, it is incumbent to therefore amend these 
man-ÍÁÄÅ ÌÁ×Ó ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÉÎ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ ÂÙ Á ÄÉÃÔÁÔÏÒȭÓ /ÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅȟ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÐÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎ Ïr public 
debate. 

 

Member in Charge                

Sherry Rehman, MNA 
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JINNAH INSTITUE BRIEFING NOTE  

Amendments to the Blasphemy Laws Act 2010 

 

Background and current situation 

¶ The prohibition of blasphemy or irreverence towards holy persons, religious beliefs, customs and artifacts as articulated in 

0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ 0ÅÎÁÌ #ÏÄÅ ɉ00#Ɋȟ ÆÉÎÄÓ ÉÔ ÒÏÏÔÓ ÉÎ #ÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÒÁÆÔÅÄ ÉÎ ρψφπȢ )Ô ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌÉÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÄÁÍÁÇÉÎÇ ÏÒ 

defiling a place of worship or a sacred object under Section 295. More specifically, section 295A created the offence of 

Ȭoutraging religious feelingsȭ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωυ" ȬÄÅÆÉÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒÁÎȭ. Section 295C, which criminalised making derogatory 

remarks against the Prophet (PBUH) and Sections 298B and C, aimed at the Ahmedi community were added at a later date. 

¶ The Criminal Procedure Code 1898 (CrPC) is the other main statute relating to criminal law in Pakistan. While the PPC 

defines the offence and sets out the related penalty the CrPC is a procedural code, providing a mechanism through which 

offenders are tried and sentenced. The PPC and CrPC must be read together and amendments to the CrPC are essential to 

ensure the effectiveness of amendments to the PPC.  The Bill amends both Codes ensuring that the substantive law and 

procedure work together to prevent miscarriages of justice. 

¶ The debate in relation to blasphemy and the prosecution of religious hatred in many jurisdictions is concerned with the 

interplay between freedom of religion and freedom of expression and how to strike a balance between the two. However, in 

Pakistan the Blasphemy Laws as enshrined in the PPC have evolved in an excessively punitive manner and are being used to 

persecute religious minorities, settle vendettas and victimise the poor.  

¶ It was under General Zia-ul-(ÁÑȭÓ ÒÅgime, that penalties including life imprisonment and the death penalty were drafted in to 

the legislation. The PPC (Amendment) Ordinance 1982 amended section 295B to include life imprisonment and added 

section 295C to criminalise defamation against the Prophet (PBUH) or ȰUse of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of the Holy 

ProphetȱȢ This was punishable by life imprisonment. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 1986 further amended section 295C 

to include the death penalty. In 1992 the death penalty became mandatory under this section. 

¶ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÁÔÁÌ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÒÉÇÇÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ "ÌÁÓÐÈÅÍÙ ,Á×Ó ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ 

soon after the enactment of the 1992 amendment.  A Christian teacher and poet in Faisalabad, Punjab was accused of 

blaspheming against the Prophet (PBUH). He was subsequently stabbed to death by a member of the Anjuman-e-Sipah-e-

3ÁÈÁÂÁȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÔ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÊÕÓÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ 

communities informed by the current legislation.  It is mainly for this reason that urgent reform of the law is required. 

 
What will the Bill change? 

¶ The vague terminology of the current legislation enables the misuse of certain sections for the persecution of others and 

provides unscrupulous complainants with a mechanism for settling personal vendettas through the justice system. The Bill is 

intended to clarify the law in order to avoid miscarriages of justice under the auspices of this legislation. For example, the 

concept of premeditation or intent, which is integral to criminal procedure, has been included. The terminology of the 

ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÌÁÒÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ȬÍÅÎÓ ÒÅÁȭ ÏÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÔ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÁÃÔȢ 
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¶ The severe punishments, including the death penalty and lengthy prison sentences also serve as an impetus for frivolous 

claims and an avenue for settling personal scores. Penalties that promote justice rather than open doors to religious 

persecution are required. Therefore, the bill is drafted to provide proportionate penalties for each offence by reducing terms 

of imprisonment and removing the life sentence and death penalty entirely. 

¶ The current legislation does not provide redress for frivolous claims brought under the relevant sections of the PPC. 

Investigations into cases brought under the Blasphemy Laws reveal that allegations are often pre-meditated, based on 

personal enmity, economic rivalry, or political motivation. It is also relevant that 50% of cases are brought against the 

minority communities. The Bill includes an additional section (203A), which will ensure that anyone making false or frivolous 

accusations under the legislation is penalised as befitting the section under which the original claim was made (see table in 

text of Bill). This is intended as a preventative measure for the rise in false allegations. 

¶ The current legislation does not require the complainant to demonstrate premeditation or malicious intent by the accused. 

4ÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ Á ÇÕÉÌÔÙ ÁÃÔ ɉȬmens reaȭɊȟ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔȟ ÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÌ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ 

criminal offence. The current absence of the requirement to demonstrate premeditation in blasphemy charges has led to a 

widespread abuse of the law, whereby innocent people are victimised, accused of crimes and charged with no proof of intent 

or substantive evidence against them. The Bill re-drafts sections 295 and 298 of the PPC to include acts done 'maliciously, 

deliberately and intentionally' thus codifying this essential aspect of the offence. Therefore, when charges are brought against 

an accused person ascertainment of malicious intent must also be made. 

¶ Currently, the CrPC enables complaints under sections 295A-C to be decided by the lower courts (Magistrate). The Bill 

requires that all such cases are heard by the High Court level, which as they are always under a higher degree of public 

scrutiny should ensure the possibility of a just outcome. The aim is to set in place an effective way to prevent miscarriages of 

justice. 

 

Purpose of the bill 

This Bill proposes to: 

¶ Use a title for the Act that denotes all citizens of Pakistan have an equal right to constitutional protection.  

¶ Avoid miscarriages of justice in the name of Blasphemy. 

¶ Amend the PPC and the CrPC at the same time in order that the definition of the offence, requisite punishment and procedure 

are kept up to date.  

¶ Reduce the penalties related to each offence so that punishments are proportionate and any incentive to use these laws to 

settle scores is removed. 

¶ Include the concept of premeditation or intent, which is key to criminal procedures. The terminology of the legislation has 

ÂÅÅÎ ÃÌÁÒÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ Ȭmens reaȭ ÏÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÔ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÁÃÔȢ  

¶ Ensure that anyone making false or frivolous accusation under the legislation is penalised as befitting the section under 

which the original claim was made. 

¶ Amend the PPC in accordance with Article 20 of the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights in order that any 

advocacy of religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination or violence is an offence. 
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Jinnah Institute Research Brief 
November 2010 

 
!ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȭÓ #ÁÓÅ  
 
Aasia Bibi, a Christian labourer and mother of five, sentenced to death under the Blasphemy Law by a court in the Nankana 
Sahib district of Punjab was to be hanged on November 8 2010. The first woman to be sentenced to death under the Pakistan 
Penal Code (PPC), Aasia Bibi has been languishing in jail for over one year. The allegation that she uttered blasphemous 
words against the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) stemmed from a dispute with the Muslim women labourers she worked with. 
An investigation by the National Commission on the Status of Women also indicates that the case was filed under pressure 
from influential local people, and is based on settling personal scores.  
 
According to a statement from a Womens Action Forum (WAF) member, who met Aasia Bibi after her sentencing, with Misba 
Momin, a member of the National Commission on the Status of Women and Nighat Hafeez, a lawyer from Shirkat Gah, Aasia 
"ÉÂÉ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ ȰÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÅÒ ÃÏ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȟ ÁÌÌ ×ÏÍÅÎȟ ÔÏ ÅÍÂÒÁÃÅ )ÓÌÁÍ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÆÁÒÍ ÏÎ *ÕÎÅ ψȟ 
2009 that led to a discussion on the religious beliefs of two communities. Following this, a number of hot exchanges took 
place between herself and the Muslim women. After 8 days the complainant, Qari Muhammad Salim, using three Muslim 
×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÓ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓÅÓȟ ÌÏÄÇÅÄ ÁÎ &)2 ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÁÓÉÓȢȱ ɉ#..ɊȢ 1ÁÒÉ 3ÁÌÉÍȟ ÔÏld a CNN reporter 
ÔÈÁÔ ȰÈÅÒ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÐÐÉÅÓÔ ÍÏÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅȢͼ4ÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÊÏÙ ÐÏÕÒÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÙ ÅÙÅÓͼȢ   
!ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȭÓ ÌÁ×ÙÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÌÏÄÇÅÄ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÅÁÌ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÈÅÒ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ Á ÐÁÒÄÏÎ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ɉ$Á×Îȟ 
Express Tribune).  
 
The Blasphemy Laws  
 
Sections 295 A-C and 298 A-B of the PPC, commonly referred to as the Blasphemy Law were amended in 1982 and 1986 
ÕÎÄÅÒ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ :ÉÁȭÓ ÒÅÇÉÍÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÓÔÁÎÄÓȟ ÓÅÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÈÁÒÓÈ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔ Ánd the death 
sentence. Over the past 15 years, thousands of cases of blasphemy were reported in Pakistan, a rise from just nine reported 
cases between 1929 and 1982. A number of these are allegedly based on false claims and have been used against non-
Muslims as an instrument of persecution and to settle personal vendettas.  
 
In many cases, those accused of blasphemy languish in jail for years before their cases are even heard at trial. On July 22nd 
2010, the Lahore High Court released a 60-year-old mentally ill woman, who spent 14 years in prison, for lack of evidence 
(Express Tribune). Other reported incidents reveal that those accused of blasphemy are killed in jail often even before they 
are sentenced. As recently as November 14th, 2010, the accused in a blasphemy case was shot dead near his house in Lahore, 
after being granted bail (Express Tribune). Other examples include incidents on July 30th and August 1st 2009, when seven 
Christians were burnt alive in Gojra, Punjab and dozens injured after riots broke out further to allegations that a Christian girl 
committed blasphemy against the Holy Quran. In April 2008, Jagdesh Kumar, a Hindu factory worker, was accused of 
committing blasphemy in Karachi and lynched to death by his colleagues. (HRCP). These are a few of the many instances 
which use the offence of blasphemy as a means to victimise religious minorities.  
#ÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ !ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȭÓ ÃÁÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÉÎ ÐÒÉÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
Punjab Government to eÎÓÕÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ !ÁÓÉÁȭÓ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÉÎ ÊÁÉÌ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ  
 
2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓ ÔÏ !ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȭÓ Sentence  
 
President Zardari requested the Ministry for Minority Affairs to conduct an investigation in to the case and submit a report 
within three days (Dawn, Express Tribune). Salman Taseer, the Governor of the Punjab personally met with Aasia Bibi in 
Sheikhupura district jail and states that she was wrongly accused of the crime and dragged through the streets and gang 
raped prior to her arrest (Dawn, Express Tribune). A mercy petition was submitted to the President through Governor 
Taseer, in which Aasia Bibi states that the "judge had awarded her punishment by ignoring the law and the facts under 
"pressure of some religious extremists".  
 
The public reÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÓÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÉÖÉÄÅÄȢ 0ÒÏÔÅÓÔÏÒÓ ÉÎ ,ÁÈÏÒÅ ÒÁÌÌÉÅÄ ÏÎ ςρ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÉÎÇ !ÁÓÉÁȭÓ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅȢ 9ÅÔ 
only a few days later during another protest in the same city, an Aalmi Tanzim Ahle Sunnat (ATAS) leader Pir Muhammad 
Afzal Qadri requested PakÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ #ÈÉÅÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ )ÆÔÉËÈÁÒ #ÈÁÕÄÈÒÙ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÓÕÏ ÍÏÔÏ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ 3ÁÌÍÁÁÎ 4ÁÓÅÅÒ ÆÏÒ 
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ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ !ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȢ /Î ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÈÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÆÏÒ 3ÈÁÚÉÁȭÓ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÓ ×ÈÉÌÓÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÅØÔÒÅÍÉÓÔ ÓÅÎÔÉÍÅÎÔ ÖÏÉÃÅs 
anger at the official stance and potential for the amendment or repeal of these laws. Qadri is reported to have gone so far as to 
say that "government functionaries supporting Aasia Bibi should not expect to be spared" (Express Tribune).  
 
The threats hurled at government functionaries, parliamentarians and religious scholars who have opposed the death 
sentence for Aasia Bibi is a disturbing sign. However, this is certainly not the first time that government officials and law 
makers have been threatened with violence in respect of challenges to the Blasphemy Laws. In 1995 two Christian children, 
Salamat Masih, and Rehmat Masih, were sentenced to death for blasphemy by a lower court in Lahore. They were also 
sentenced to two years' hard labour and fined 25,000 rupees each. It is widely considered that the charges against the 
children were brought maliciously (Amnesty). Their trial and ultimate acquittal led to violent repercussions including the 
assassination of LHC judge Justice Arif Iqbal Bhatti in 1997.  
 
!ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȭÓ ÃÁÓÅ ÈÁÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ Ôo open a can of proverbial worms, whereby it is considered that her case is being used as a 
platform for the reform of the contentious Blasphemy Laws. The result is a balancing act of ensuring the case is dealt with 
judiciously and preventing a violent backlash from extremists who wish to uphold the law as it stands. Shahbaz Bhatti, the 
Federal Minister for Minorities, has said that the Government of Pakistan will not repeal the Blasphemy Law as it may fuel 
militancy but the government may amend the law to ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÔÓ ÁÂÕÓÅ ɉ$Á×ÎɊȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ "ÈÁÔÔÉ ÈÁÓ ȰÕÒÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÉÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÌÌ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÃÈÁÎÃÅÓ ÔÏ !ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉ ÔÏ ÐÌÅÁÄ ÈÅÒ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÎ ÍÅÒÉÔȱ ɉ$Á×ÎɊȢ  
 
Human rights organizations such as Amnesty International are campaigning for Aasia BÉÂÉȭÓ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÔÅÄ ÁÌÏÎÇ 
with a review of the Blasphemy Laws. Similarly, Pope Benedict XVI has appealed for her release of (JI Statement) in his 
weekly public address, stating that Christians in Pakistan "are often victims of violence and discrimination" (Telegraph, BBC).  
 
Other Issues  
 
As international condemnation of the sentence continues to pour in, Aasia Bibi has told human rights representatives that she 
has not had access to a lawyer throughout her trial. Amongst the catalogue of violations to her basic human rights, a matter of 
ÇÒÁÖÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÓÔÓ ÉÓ !ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȭÓ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅd by 
SP Muhammad Amin Bokhari, she begged for a pardon several times as she did not understand the nature of her offence or 
what constitutes blasphemy. At no stage, was her crime explained to her. She had no access to a lawyer or any form of legal 
counsel during her long ordeal in jail. She has also stated that she was asked to put her thumbprint on documents she knew 
nothing about in court and no one was deputed by the court to explain the contents of these documents to her.  
 
According to Zia Awan, a human rights lawyer, serious cases involving capital punishment cannot proceed without the 
aÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÌÁ×ÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄȢ !×ÁÎ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ)Æ ÔÈÅÙ ɉ!ÁÓÉÁȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙɊ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÌÁ×ÙÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÔ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ 
appoint a proper lawyer for the accused. Additionally, the accused has to be satisfied with the appointed lawyer, this is very 
impÏÒÔÁÎÔȢȱ !×ÁÎ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÃÒÏÓÓ-examine the witnesses during court proceedings.  The 
failure of the investigating authorities and Court to ensure that Aasia Bibi was provided with impartial legal counsel is 
another blatant breach of her right to a fair trial.  
 
Role of the Jinnah Institute and the Amendment Bill  
 
The Jinnah Institute's Board of Advisors and its President Sherry Rehman are among many of those who have appealed for a 
review of the case and a repeal of the Blasphemy Law. The Jinnah Institute reiterates that the Blasphemy Laws must be 
repealed and urgently amended by an act of Parliament and has called on the Lahore High Court to take up the appeal under 
due process in order to give Aasia Bibi a fair trial. Sherry Rehman, in her capacity as Member of Parliament, has moved to 
amend the Blasphemy Laws.  
 
The Bill or the Amendments to the Blasphemy Laws Act 2010 was drafted with the intention of preventing miscarriages of 
justice under the Blasphemy Laws as set out in the Pakistan Penal Code and to ensure that all citizens of Pakistan have an 
equal right to constitutional protection. The main amendments ensure that cases are heard in the High Court, reduce the 
penalties related to each offence so that punishments are proportionate and any incentive to use these laws to settle scores is 
removed. Importantly, the concept of premeditation or intent has been written in to the legislation and a new section ensures 
that anyone making false or frivolous accusation under the legislation is penalised as befitting the section under which the 
ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÃÌÁÉÍ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÄÅȢ !ÁÓÉÁ "ÉÂÉȭÓ ÃÁÓÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÁÃÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÉÌÌ ÉÓ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ 
abuse of the Blasphemy Law in victimising the minority communities in this country. 
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This is an exhaustive but not comprehensive list of the extra-judicial killing of Muslims and non-Muslims under 

pretext of ñBlasphemy.ò Some were in police custody, awaiting trial, when they were killed by mobs. Some 

were killed by the law-enforcers who were supposed to protect them. Others were killed before an FIR was 

lodged against them. This list has been compiled by Huma Imtiaz for the Jinnah Institute; in part from the 

National Commission for Justice and Peace, but primarily from newspaper articles in Pakistan.  

Section I deals with Extra-judicial killing. Section II  is an exhaustive but not comprehensive list of cases ï 

pending and resolved ï that involve Section 295 B and C or the ñBlasphemy Lawsò. 

 

Section I: Extra-ÊÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ +ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÏÆ Ȱ"ÌÁÓÐÈÅÍÙȱ 
1982: 
 

Pakistan Penal Code ɀ P.P.C. (Amendment) Ordinance, I, further amends Section 295-B, 
extends penalty options to include life imprisonment. This Ordinance also introduces 
Section 295-#ȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÕÔÌÁ×Ó Ȱ5ÓÅ ÏÆ ÄÅÒÏÇÁÔÏÒÙ ÒÅÍÁÒËÓȟ ÅÔÃȢȟ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 
0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȢȱ 

  

1986: 
 

Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, III of 1986, Schedule 2, makes further additions, adding 
ÔÈÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÄÅÁÔÈ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÙȱ ÔÏ 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωυ-C. This Amendment also made a minor 
amendment to Section 296 (Disturbing religious assembly) 

  

Christians 
1990 
 

Tahir Iqbal 
Ȱ4ÁÈÉÒ )ÑÂÁÌ ×ÁÓ ÐÏÉÓÏÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÉÎ ÊÁÉÌ ÕÎÄÅÒ Á ÃÏÎÓÐÉÒÁÃÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ 
informed all authorities concerned beforehand. He was killed because he had embraced 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙȢȱ ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×××ȢÈÒÓÏÌÉÄÁÒÉÔÙȢÎÅÔȾÍÁÉÎÆÉÌÅȢÐÈÐȾρωωωÖÏÌπωÎÏπψȾρςσπȾ 
 

Lahore 
 

295-B, 
C 
 

1992 
 

.Á×ÁÚ 3ÈÁÒÉÆȭÓ ÇÏÖÔ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ ςωυ-# ɉȰÄÅÒÏÇÁÔÏÒÙ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ 
MohammÅÄȱɊ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÍÐÏÓÉÎÇ Á ÌÉÆÅ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅȢ !Ó Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔȟ ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÅÄ 
ȰÂÌÁÓÐÈÅÍÅÒÓȱ ÁÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ Á ÍÁÎÄÁÔÏÒÙ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅȢ 

  

 Naimat Masih  
Murdered by youth 

Faisalabad  
 

295-C 
 

 Baba Banto Masih  
Died due to injuries 

Lahore  
 

295-C 

2004 
 
 

May 22, 2004 
Samuel Masih  
Killed in police custody 
Ȱ3ÁÍÕÅÌ -ÁÓÉÈȟ ÁÇÅÄ ςχȟ ×ÈÏ ÂÅÌÏÎÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙȟ ×ÁÓ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÆ ÌÉÔÔÅÒÉÎÇ 
the wall of a mosque in August and was subsequently jailed under Section 295 of the 
Pakistan Penal Code (PPC), which deals with blasphemy. He was attacked on May 22 by 
a police constable armed with a brick cutter. 
The policeman had been assigned to guard him as Mr Masih underwent treatment for 
tuberculosis in a Lahore hospital. After the attack, Mr Masih was moved to another 
hospital ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙȢȱ 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_6-6-2004_pg7_31 
 

Lahore 295-B 

Septemb
er 1, 
2008 
 

Simon Emmanuel  
Brother of blasphemy accused shot by extremists  
Ȱ3ÉÍÏÎ %ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 9ÏÕÎÉÓ 4ÁÓÁÄÁÑȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÉÍÐÒisoned in 1998 on 
charges that he had committed blasphemy against Islam. Due to pressure from human 
rights organizations, however, Tasadaq was released and fled to the United States in 

Toba Tek 
Singh 
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1999. Last year, he decided to visit his ailing mother, and when certain extremist 
Muslims found out about his arrival, they decided to kill him. At midnight on January 9, 
2008 a group of extremists arrived at the house where Tasadaq was staying and shot his 
ÏÌÄÅÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈȟ ÍÉÓÔÁËÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÆÏÒ 4ÁÓÁÄÁÑȢȱ 
http://www.religiouswatch.com/thread00100_blasphemy_in_pakistan.htm 

2009 
 

July 31, 2009 
Hameed Masih, Parveen Victor, Asiya Mohsin, Asifa Almas, Akhlas Hameed, Umia 
Almas and Musa Almas (8) 
7 burnt alive, one shot dead 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009\08\02\story_2-8-2009_pg1_1 
Led by a banned militant group a mob attacked an all-Christian settlement in Gojra, 
0ÕÎÊÁÂȢ 4ÈÅÙ ȰÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏ×Éng acid and petrol bombs on the houses, forcing the people 
to come out. A local resident said dozens were feared dead, adding the exact number 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÁÓ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÕÒÉÅÄ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÄÅÂÒÉÓȢȱ 
 

Gojra, 
Punjab 
 

 

 September 15, 2009 
Fanish Robert  
Sialkot  
295-B  
Killed in police custody 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C16%5Cstory_16-9-
2009_pg7_19 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C16%5Cstory_16-9-
2009_pg1_4 
Ȱ!ÂÏÕÔ ρππ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÙÏÕÔÈÓȟ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÄ Á #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÍÂÒÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 
near the Indian border on Friday after accusing the man, Fanish Masih, of desecrating 
the holy Quran, police said. Masih was arrested and a case of blasphemy registered 
ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÈÉÍȢ Ȱ-ÁÓÉÈȟ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÆ ÂÌÁÓÐÈÅÍÙȟ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÔ ÉÎ Á ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÃÅÌÌ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ 
committed ÓÕÉÃÉÄÅ ÂÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ Á ÓÔÒÉÎÇȟȱ 3ÉÁÌËÏÔ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ *ÁÉÌ 3ÕÐÅÒÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÎÔ &ÁÒÏÏÑ ,ÏÄÈÉ 
ÓÁÉÄȢȱ 
 

  

 July 19, 2010 
Rashid Emmanuel, Sajid Emmanuel   
Shot dead by an extremist 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C07%5C27%5Cstory_27-7-
2010_pg11_13 
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/two-brothers-killed-for-alleged-blasphemy-jd-01 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010\07\20\story_20-7-2010_pg1_4 
 

Faisalabad 295-C  
 

Ahmadis 
 1995 

Adnan Ahmad 
Murdered  
 

Sargodha 
 

295-C 
 

 2000 
Zafar Ahmad  
Murdered 
 

Dadu 
 

295-C 
 

2006 
 

March 11, 2006 
Sheikh Rafiq Ahmad 
 

Karachi 
 

 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009//08//02//story_2-8-2009_pg1_1
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C16%5Cstory_16-9-2009_pg7_19
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C16%5Cstory_16-9-2009_pg7_19
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C16%5Cstory_16-9-2009_pg1_4
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C16%5Cstory_16-9-2009_pg1_4
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C07%5C27%5Cstory_27-7-2010_pg11_13
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C07%5C27%5Cstory_27-7-2010_pg11_13
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/two-brothers-killed-for-alleged-blasphemy-jd-01
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/two-brothers-killed-for-alleged-blasphemy-jd-01
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010//07//20//story_20-7-2010_pg1_4
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 May 7, 2006 

Dr. Majibur Rehman Pasha 
Murdered at clinic 

Sanghar, Sindh 
 

 

 June 24, 2006 
Mob attacks an Ahmadi locality in Jhando Sahi, two people are injured in the 
attack. Prior to the attack, accusations of Ahmadis desecrating the Quran had 
surfaced.  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006\06\25\story_25-6-
2006_pg1_6 

Jhando Sahi, Daska, Sialkot 

 
 

 August 24, 2006 
Munawar Ahmad 
Murdered at home 
Source: 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007/02/16/story
_16-2-2007_pg7_11 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006/08/25/story
_25-8-2006_pg7_9 

Gujrat 
 

 

2007 
 

March 1, 2007 
Muhammad Ashraf 
Assistant sub-inspector of the police killed Muhammad Ashraf in 
3ÅÅÒÁ ÎÅÁÒ 0ÈÁÌÉÁÎȢ 4ÈÅ !3) ÓÈÏÕÔÅÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÆÉÄÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ 
ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÉÎÆÉÄÅÌ ÃÒÅÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȱ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ËÉÌÌÉÎÇ !ÓÈÒÁÆȢ 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C03%5C0
2%5Cstory_2-3-2007_pg7_2 

Mandi Bahauddin, Lahore 
 

 

 January 20, 2009 
Saeed Ahmed 
Saeed Ahmed, a 55-year-old shopkeeper is shot dead at his house in 
Uthwal, Kotri. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C01%5C2
1%5Cstory_21-1-2009_pg7_18 

Kotri, Sindh 
 

 

2010 
 

January 2, 2010 
Muhammad Yusuf 
Professor Muhammad Yusuf, leader of the Ahmadi community in 
Ferozewala is killed. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C0
7%5Cstory_7-1-2010_pg7_29 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C3
0%5Cstory_30-1-2010_pg13_3 

Ferozewala, Lahore 
 

 

 April 1, 2010 
Sheikh Ashraf Parvez, Sheikh Masood Jawad, Asif Masood 
Shot dead by 4-5 unidentified militants. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010\04\05\story
_5-4-2010_pg7_9 

Faisalabad 
 

 

 May 28, 2010 
At least 80 people were killed and another 90 injured when terrorists 
attacked two Ahmadi places of worship in Lahore in May 2010. 
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/metropolitan/04-lahore-blasts-qs-07 

Lahore 
 

 

 May 29, 2010 
Naimatullah, Mansoor Ahmad 
Naimatullah stabbed to death by an assailant, Mansoor Ahmad, his 
son is injured in the attack. 

Narowal 
 

 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007/02/16/story_16-2-2007_pg7_11
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007/02/16/story_16-2-2007_pg7_11
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006/08/25/story_25-8-2006_pg7_9
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006/08/25/story_25-8-2006_pg7_9
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C03%5C02%5Cstory_2-3-2007_pg7_2
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C03%5C02%5Cstory_2-3-2007_pg7_2
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C01%5C21%5Cstory_21-1-2009_pg7_18
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C01%5C21%5Cstory_21-1-2009_pg7_18
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C07%5Cstory_7-1-2010_pg7_29
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C07%5Cstory_7-1-2010_pg7_29
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C30%5Cstory_30-1-2010_pg13_3
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C01%5C30%5Cstory_30-1-2010_pg13_3
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010//04//05//story_5-4-2010_pg7_9
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010//04//05//story_5-4-2010_pg7_9
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/metropolitan/04-lahore-blasts-qs-07
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/metropolitan/04-lahore-blasts-qs-07


Jinnah Institute Briefing Pack  
Amendments to the Blasphemy Laws Act 2010 

Page | 11  
 

 
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/provinces/04-ahmadi-stabbed-
narowal-qs-07 

 September 3, 2010 
Sheikh Amir Raza 
Suicide bomber blows himself up near worship place of Ahmadi community 
in Mardan, killing one person and leaving four injured. The injured include 
three security guards and Abdul Salam, a member of the Ahmadi community. 
http://www.thenews.com.pk/04-09-2010/Top-Story/364.htm 

 

Mardan 
 

 

 September 11, 2010 
Mahmood Khan 
Shot dead 
Mahmood Khan, a trader and member of the Ahmadi community is 
killed and his son, Arif Khan, is injured when attacked by gunmen at 
Arambagh, Canal Road in Mardan. 
http://www.thenews.com.pk/09-11-2010/peshawar/14631.htm 

Mardan 
 

 

 October 7, 2005 
Assailants attack an Ahmadi place of worship in Phalian district, leaving 8 
people dead and 18 injured.  

Phalian  

 November 18, 2010 
Ahmadi place of worship attacked 
Eight men opened fire on an Ahmadi place of worship in Mughalpura, Lahore. 
According to eyewitnesses, the gunmen fired dozens of rounds of 
ammunition, which created panic in the area.  Security guards retaliated but 
the gunmen managed to escape. The police claim that the clash was between 
two non-!ÈÍÁÄÉ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÁÎÄ ȰÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ !ÈÍÁÄÉÓ ÏÆ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÉÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎȱȢ  
(Dawn, Express Tribune)   

Lahore  

Hindus 
 September 3, 2008 

Jagdesh Kumar 
Murdered by colleagues 
Daily Times 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008/04/09/story
_9-4-2008_pg7_8 
http://hrcpblog.wordpress.com/2008/04/14/hrcp-strongly-
condemns-the-brutal-killing-of-jagdish-kumar-for-alleged-
blasphemy-and-demands-judicial-inquiry-into-this-tragic-incident/ 
 

Karachi 
 

295-C 
 

Muslims 
 

 1994 
Hafiz Farooq Sajad 
Murdered by mob 

Gujranwala 
 

295-B 
 

 Zahid Shah 
 Stoned by mob 

Chak Jhumra 
295-B 

 

 1997 
Yousaf Ali 
Death sentence/murdered by a prisoner  

Lahore 
 

295-
A,B,C 
 

 1999 
Unidentified woman (mentally sick) 
Burnt alive by mob 

Rahim Yar Khan 
 

295-B 
 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/09-11-2010/peshawar/14631.htm
http://www.dawn.com/2010/11/19/firing-at-ahmedi-worship-place-in-lahore-no-casualties.html
http://tribune.com.pk/story/78757/gunmen-open-fire-at-ahmadi-place-of-worship/
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008/04/09/story_9-4-2008_pg7_8
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008/04/09/story_9-4-2008_pg7_8
http://hrcpblog.wordpress.com/2008/04/14/hrcp-strongly-condemns-the-brutal-killing-of-jagdish-kumar-for-alleged-blasphemy-and-demands-judicial-inquiry-into-this-tragic-incident/
http://hrcpblog.wordpress.com/2008/04/14/hrcp-strongly-condemns-the-brutal-killing-of-jagdish-kumar-for-alleged-blasphemy-and-demands-judicial-inquiry-into-this-tragic-incident/
http://hrcpblog.wordpress.com/2008/04/14/hrcp-strongly-condemns-the-brutal-killing-of-jagdish-kumar-for-alleged-blasphemy-and-demands-judicial-inquiry-into-this-tragic-incident/
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 2001 

Pandu Khan 
Committed suicide in jail 

Gujranwala 
 

295-C 
 

2002 
 

November 4, 2002 
Mohammad Asghar 
Fired by constable during arrest 

Noshehra Wirka 
 

 

 Maulvi Sanaulla 
Murdered  

Kasur 
 

295-C 
 

 2003 
Mushtaq Ahmad 
Murdered 

Lahore 
 

 

 2004 
November 20th, 2001 
Adrees Rabbani 
Died in jail on January 10, 2004 

Multan 
295-A 
 

 

2005 
 

April 20th 2005 
Ashaq Nabi 
Murdered  

Noshehra 
295-B 
 

 

2006 
 

June 15, 2006 
Master Sadiq 
Killed by mob 

Hasilpur 
295-B 
 

 

 June 16, 2006 
Abdul Sattar Gopang 
Stabbed to death by two assailants 

Muzaffargarh 
 

295-B 
 

2009 
 

June 16, 2009 
Mian Qasim Insari 
Murdered by police constable 

Gujrat 
 

295-C 
 

 August 4, 2009 
Sheikh Najeeb Zafar 
Two shot dead by colleagues 

Sheikhupura 
 

295-B 
 

 2010 
November 15, 2010 
Imran Latif 
Shot dead by unidentified persons 
http://tribune.com.pk/story/77473/another-blasphemy-accused-
killed/ 
 

Lahore 
 

295-B 
 

Sikhs 
2010 February 21, 2010 

Jaspal Singh 
Tirah Valley, Khyber Agency 
Hanged by militants 
http://news.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/07-beheaded-body-of-sikh-local-found-in-orakzai-ha-12 
 

  

 
  

http://tribune.com.pk/story/77473/another-blasphemy-accused-killed/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/77473/another-blasphemy-accused-killed/
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Section II: Court Proceedings/Cases for Section 295 B and C 
 

 
Ahmadis 
 
2004 
 
October 6, 2004 
Case registered against 15 Ahmadis for writing Asalam u Alaikum 
and Inshahallah on wedding cards, 2 people arrested.  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_7-10-
2004_pg7_28 
 
November 15, 2004 
Muhammad Akbar 
Seetal Mari, Multan 
Section 298-C 
M. Akbar is accused of preaching his religion (Ahmadi), 
distribution of pamphlets and audiocassettes and making 
blasphemous remarks about Islam and Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_6-7-
2005_pg7_15 
 
2005 
 
February 23, 2005 
Ijaz Ahmed Latif, Iqbal Ahmed, Yasin 
Vehari 
Section 298/1 
Charge: Arrested for preaching 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-2-
2005_pg1_6 
 
 
November 12, 2005 
Masoom 
Hafizabad 
PPC 
Masoom, a member of the Ahmadi sect sentenced to life 
imprisonment for allegedly burning the Holy Quran. Two co-
accused (Hafizur Rahman and Shahadat Mangat) are acquitted by 
Hafizabad Additional District and Sessions Judge Qaisar Nazeer 
Butt.  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005/11/13/st
ory_13-11-2005_pg7_10 
 
2006 
 
January 4, 2006 
Mirza Khalil Ahmed Qamar, Sheikh Khurshid Ahmed, Sultan 
Ahmed Qadiyani, unidentified woman 
Lahore 
Section 298C 
The Imam of the Ahmadiyya community, Mirza Masroor Ahmad 
and four workers at a monthly Ahmadi magazine for women have 

been charged with blasphemy for referring to quotes from the 
Quran and Hadith 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006%5C03%
5C19%5Cstory_19-3-2006_pg1_5 
 
2009 
 
January 28, 2009 
Tahir Imran, Tahir Mahmood, Naseer Ahmad, Muhammad 
Irfan, Mubashar Ahmad 
Layyah 
Section 295-C 
Four children and one adult from the Ahmadi community are 
accused of blasphemy on the complaint of a local cleric.  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C01%
5C30%5Cstory_30-1-2009_pg7_2 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C01%
5C29%5Cmain_29-1-2009_pg7 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009\02\13\st
ory_13-2-2009_pg7_17 
 
2010 
 
Christians 
 
1987 
Mariam Bibi 
Rawalpindi 
Section 295B 
Mariam Bibi was ccused of desecrating the Quran. Was acquitted 
after spending seven years in detention and a trial. 
 
1995 
Catherine Shaheen 
Rangpur 
Section 295C 
Accused of passing derogatory remarks against Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). According to the National Commission for 
Justice and Peace, Shaheen is currently in hiding. 
 
1996 
April 27, 1998 
Ayub Masih is sentenced to death by a sessions court in Sahiwal 
for praising Salman Rushdie and Christianity. The Supreme Court 
acquits Masih of the charge after he files an appeal. 
 
1998 
May 5, 1998 
Bishop John Joseph 
Sahiwal 
Bishop John Joseph kills himself outside the court, which had 
ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÅÄ !ÙÕÂ -ÁÓÉÈ ÉÎ 3ÁÈÉ×ÁÌ ÔÏ ÄÒÁ× ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ -ÁÓÉÈȭÓ 
case. 
 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_7-10-2004_pg7_28
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_7-10-2004_pg7_28
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_6-7-2005_pg7_15
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_6-7-2005_pg7_15
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-2-2005_pg1_6
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-2-2005_pg1_6
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005/11/13/story_13-11-2005_pg7_10
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005/11/13/story_13-11-2005_pg7_10
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C01%5C30%5Cstory_30-1-2009_pg7_2
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C01%5C30%5Cstory_30-1-2009_pg7_2
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009//02//13//story_13-2-2009_pg7_17
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009//02//13//story_13-2-2009_pg7_17
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2000 
August 5, 2000 
Shaheen 
Gujranwala 
Section 295A 
Accused of making derogatory remarks against Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). Her case is under trial according to the NCJP. 
 
2003 
November 28, 2003 
Anwar Masih 
Lahore 
PPC 
Christian labourer Anwar Masih is arrested for committing 
blasphemy. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_29-11-
2003_pg7_13 
 
February 23, 2004 
Bashir Masih 
Bahwalnagar 
295-B 
Bashir Masih is sentenced to seven years rigorous imprisonment 
on charges of committing desecration of the Quran. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-2-
2005_pg1_8 
 
June 28, 2005 
Yusuf Masih 
Nowshera 
Section 295-A, B 
Arrested for committing blasphemy and desecration of the Quran. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_1-7-
2005_pg7_16 
 
2006 
March 3, 2006 
Naseem Bibi 
Kasur 
Section 295B 
A mentally disabled woman Naseem Bibi is accused of urinating 
against a picture of a Muslim place of worship. She was acquitted 
on November 20, 2006 
 
2007 
March 23, 2007 
Shamim Akhtar 
Section 295B 
Arrested on charges of desecration of the Quran. 
 
May 30, 2007 
Younis Masih  
Lahore 
Section 295C 
Younis Masih sentenced to death and fined Rs. 100,000 for 
allegedly making derogatory remarks about Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) on September 9, 2005 by an additional district and 
sessions judge 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C05%
5C31%5Cstory_31-5-2007_pg13_1 
 
June 1, 2007 
Islamabad 
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences suspends five Christian 
officials after Muslim students accuse Christian students of 
desecrating verses from the Holy Quran. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C06%
5C02%5Cstory_2-6-2007_pg1_11 
 
July 8, 2007 
Walter Afzal Khan 
Lahore 
Section 295-B 
Walter Afzal Khan, accused of committing blasphemy on May 9, 
sells his property at less than half the price under pressure from 
influential elements. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C07%
5C09%5Cstory_9-7-2007_pg13_7 
 
November 2, 2007 
Martha 
Lahore 
PPC 
The Lahore High Court dismisses the appeal of Martha, a Christian 
woman accused of commiting blasphemy in January 22 and 
allegedly making derogatory remarks about Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH).  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007\11\02\st
ory_2-11-2007_pg13_6 
 
Nasreen Bibi 
Kabirwala 
Section 295C 
Accused of passing derogatory remarks against Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). She was awarded the death sentence and 
was later acquitted by the Supreme Court of Pakistan. 
 
 
 
2008 
 
August 10, 2008 
Sumbal 
Jhang 
Section 295B 
Was accused of insulting pages from the Quran. Was acquitted by 
a session court on December 9, 2009 
 
November 18, 2008 
Rasheed Masih, Babu Masih 
Gojra 
295-C 
Christian boys arrested of committing blasphemy in March 2007 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008\11\19\st
ory_19-11-2008_pg1_9 
 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_29-11-2003_pg7_13
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_29-11-2003_pg7_13
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-2-2005_pg1_8
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_24-2-2005_pg1_8
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_1-7-2005_pg7_16
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_1-7-2005_pg7_16
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C05%5C31%5Cstory_31-5-2007_pg13_1
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C05%5C31%5Cstory_31-5-2007_pg13_1
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007//11//02//story_2-11-2007_pg13_6
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007//11//02//story_2-11-2007_pg13_6
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008//11//19//story_19-11-2008_pg1_9
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008//11//19//story_19-11-2008_pg1_9
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Nargis Bibi  
Rawalpindi  
Section 295-B  
According to NCJP, the issue was settled, and the family has 
moved to a safer area.  
 
Ruqayya Bibi and Munir Masih 
Kasur  
Section 295-B  
Ruqayya Bibi and her husband Munir Masih were accused of 
insulting the Quran in December 2008. They were sentenced to 25 
years of imprisonment on March 3, 2009. 
 
2009 
 
March 21, 2009 
Rubina Amjad 
Gujranwala 
Section 295C 
Rubina was arrested after being accused of passing derogatory 
remarks against Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 
 
May 1, 2009 
Sahiwal 
Christian families forced to flee from a village in Sahiwal after 
ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÂÌÁÓÐÈÅÍÙ ÂÙ ȰÔÈÒÏ×Éng ink on the Holy 
1ÕÒÁÎȱȢ 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C05%
5C02%5Cstory_2-5-2009_pg7_29 
 
June 3, 2009 
Nazia 
Kharian 
Section 295B 
Nazia was accused of desecrating the Quran. According to NCJP, 
the issue has been settled. 
 
June 19, 2009 
Aasia Bibi 
Nankana Sahib 
Section 295C 
Aasia Bibi, a resident of the Nankana Sahib district, is sentenced to 
death by a sessions court for passing derogatory remarks against 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  
 
July 1, 2009 
Bahminwala, Kasur 
Nearly 700 people flee their village after an attack by enraged 
mobs threatening to burn their houses for allegedly committing 
blasphemy. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C07%
5C02%5Cstory_2-7-2009_pg7_4&FORM=ZZNR8 
 
July 31, 2009 
Imran Masih 
Korian, Toba Tek Singh 
Section 295B 

47 houses belonging to Christian families are set ablaze by a mob 
enraged that a Christian had committed blasphemy. According to 
Daily Times, a case had been registered against Imran Masih 
under the Pakistan Penal Code. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009\08\01\st
ory_1-8-2009_pg7_14 
 
February 17, 2010 
Siddiq Masih 
Wassan Pura 
 
Siddiq Masih is accused of committing blasphemy in October 3, 
2009 by his brothers who had earlier converted to Islam after a 
property dispute amongst the brothers in 2004. Daily Times says 
that Provincial Prisons Minister Chaudhry Abdul Ghafoor is 
allegedly pressuring Siddiq to give a share of his property to his 
brothers. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C02%
5C18%5Cstory_18-2-2010_pg13_2 
 
July 6, 2010 
Yousaf Mashih and Bashiran Bibi 
Lahore 
Section 295B 
"ÁÓÈÉÒÁÎ "ÉÂÉ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÓÁÆ -ÁÓÉÈ ÁÒÅ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÆ ȰÕÓÉÎÇ 
a plastic sheet which had Quranic verses inscribed on it as a 
temporary roof for their toilet and charged under Section 295B. 
The family went into hiding after the registration of the case. 
http://tribune.com.pk/story/28926/christian-family-accused-of-
blasphemy-still-on-the-run/ 
 
Muslims 
 
1992 
Inayat Begum and Riaz Begum 
Jehlum  
Section 295-B  
Inayat and Riaz Begum were charged with defiling the Quran; 
were later cleared in the investigation.  
 
1993 
Benazir Bhutto 
Lahore 
Section 295C 
Former Prime Minister (late) Benazir Bhutto was accused of 
passing derogatory remarks against Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  
 
1994 
Nasira Butt 
Lahore 
Section 295B 
Nasira Butt was arrested on charges of defiling the Quran. 
 
1999 
Bilqees Begum 
Jhang 
Section 295B 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C05%5C02%5Cstory_2-5-2009_pg7_29
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C05%5C02%5Cstory_2-5-2009_pg7_29
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C07%5C02%5Cstory_2-7-2009_pg7_4&FORM=ZZNR8
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C07%5C02%5Cstory_2-7-2009_pg7_4&FORM=ZZNR8
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C02%5C18%5Cstory_18-2-2010_pg13_2
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2010%5C02%5C18%5Cstory_18-2-2010_pg13_2


Jinnah Institute Briefing Pack  
Amendments to the Blasphemy Laws Act 2010 

Page | 16  
 

 
Bilqees Begum and others were accused of defiling the Quran, the 
case was settled after a compromise. 
 
2000 
Mukhtaran and Samina 
Sheikhupura 
Section 295B 
Both women were accused of desecrating the Holy Quran and 
were released on bail. 
 
September 2000 
Shamim Akhtar 
Sheikhupura 
Section 295B  
Akhtar was accused of desecrating the Quran and was later 
released on bail. 
 
December 12, 2000 
Begum Afifa 
D.G. Khan 
Begum Afiifa was accused of demolishing a mosque; according to 
NCJP her status is unknown. 
 
2001 
 
Mrs. Akhtari Begum 
Karachi 
Section 295B 
Mrs. Akhtari Begum was accused of claiming to be a prophet; 
according to NCJP her status is unknown. 
2002 
 
October 17, 2002 
Haji Iftikhar and Naseem Bibi 
Lahore 
Section 295B 
The accused were charged with desecrating the Quran, and were 
declared as insane. 
 
Naseem Bibi, Zahid and Shahid 
Lahore 
Section 295B 
Naseem Bibi and her sons Zahid and Shahid were accused of 
desecrating the Quran. Naseem Bibi died in the Kot Lakhpat jail. 
 
Nasreen 
Lahore 
Section 295C 
Nasreen was arrested on charges of burning pages of the Quran. 
 
2003 
Perveen  
Narowal  
Section 295B  
Accused of desecrating sentence against the Holy Quran. 
According to NCJP, a case was registered but none of the accused 
was arrested till this report. 
 

Mariam Latif  
Narowal  
Section 295B  
Accused of desecrating sentence against the Holy Quran. 
According to NCJP, a case was registered but none of the accused 
was arrested till this report. 
 
March 24, 2003 
Mohammad Yusuf, Mohammad Shahzad 
Gujranwala 
Charge: Desecration of the Quran 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_25-3-
2003_pg7_9 
 
 
 
 
August 8, 2003 
Bashir Ahmed 
Bahawalnagar 
Ahmed was sentenced to death for allegedly claiming to be a 
prophet, and making blasphemous remarks against Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and his followers.  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_8-8-
2003_pg7_4 
 
September 30, 2003 
Seema Bibi 
Section 295B 
Arrested on charges of desecrating the Quran. 
 
November 21, 2003 
Dr Younus Sheikh 
Rawalpindi 
Section 295C 
Dr. Younus Sheikh is acquitted of committing blasphemy by a high 
court. He had been sentenced to death in 2001 by an additional 
district and sessions court.  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_23-1-
2004_pg3_1 
 
2005 
 
May 7, 2005 
Aamir Hussain, Kazim Hussain 
Multan 
298-A 
Two Shia men are accused of blasphemy and passing derogatory 
remarks about Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his companions 
(Sahaba-e-Karam). 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_8-5-
2005_pg1_4 
 
May 25, 2005 
Zahran, Kaneeza, Hameedan, Faisal, Muhammad Shahbaz, 
Imran, Shahbaz and Najaf, etc. 
Haveli Koranga, Khanewal 
298-A 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_25-3-2003_pg7_9
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_25-3-2003_pg7_9
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_8-8-2003_pg7_4
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_8-8-2003_pg7_4
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_8-5-2005_pg1_4
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_8-5-2005_pg1_4
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Fourteen people from the Shia sect are accused of committing 
blasphemy by allegedly making derogatory remarks about one of 
0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄ ɉ0"5(ɊȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÃÃÕÓÅÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ 
five children and three elderly women. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_26-5-
2005_pg7_20 
 
November 26, 2005 
Hafiz Noman, Engineer Saleem 
Fatehgar 
Two Barelvi Sunnis are accused of committing blasphemy who, 
ȰÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ $ÅÏÂÁÎÄ ÓÅÃÔȱȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ Á 
police investigation, the case stems from the possession of an 
underconstruction mosque. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005\11\27\st
ory_27-11-2005_pg7_21 
 
2006 
 
July 23, 2006 
Sakina Bibi  
Narang Mandi, Sheikhupura 
Accused of burning a copy of the Quran. 
 
2008 
 
June 18, 2008 
Shafeeq Lateef 
Sialkot 
Shafeeq Lateef is awarded the death sentence by a district and 
sessions court for allegedly making derogatory remarks against 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and descrecrating pages of the 
Quran on March 17, 2006. Lateef is also fined Rs. 500,000 by the 
judge. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008\06\19\st
ory_19-6-2008_pg7_7 
 
December 25, 2008 
Abdul Jabbar, Naimatullah 
Orangi, Karachi 
Section 295-B 
A spiritual leader Abdul Jabbar and his associate Naimatullah are 
charged with committing blasphemy. An enraged mob had 
threatened to burn the two alive. 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008%5C12%
5C26%5Cstory_26-12-2008_pg12_2 
 
2009 
 
August 5, 2009 
Tabsum Malkana  
Sanghar 

Charges: Desecration of the Quran  
 
September 5, 2009 
Mrs. Abdullah 
Kasur  
Section 295C, Section 298A 
Mrs. Abdullah allegedly claimed that her son was the Imam Mehdi.
  
 
2010 
 
July 22, 2010 
Zebunissa 
Section 295-B, C 
The Lahore High Court acquits a mentally challenged woman of 
blasphemy who had not been presented in court for 14 years. 
Zebunissa had been accused of the charge in 1996. 
http://tribune.com.pk/story/29528/lhc-frees-blasphemy-
accused-after-14-years/ 
 
September 29, 2010 
Wajihul Hassan 
Lahore 
Section 295A, 295C, 298-A 
7ÁÊÉÈÕÌ (ÁÓÓÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÂÅÎÃÈ 
of the Lahore High Court. Hassan had been accused of committing 
blasphemy and had been awarded the death sentence by an 
additional district and sessions judge in May 2002 
http://tribune.com.pk/story/56578/lhc-upholds-death-for-
blasphemy-accused/ 
 
October 13, 2010 
Batapur 
Protests erupt in Batapur, a village near Lahore after residents 
found pages of the Holy Qura in a burning pile of garbage near an 
Ahl-e-Sunnat mosque. Ahl-e-Sunnat residents have demanded 
that the Ahl-e-(ÁÄÉÓ ÍÏÓÑÕÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȭÓ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÂÅ 
arrested, and threatened to attack the Ahl-e-Hadis mosque and 
houses in the village. The police has registered an FIR against 
unnamed accused under Section 295B of the Pakistan Penal Code 
(Express Tribune).  
 
Hindus 
 
2005 
 
September 1, 2005 
Mrs. Krishna 
Section 295B 
Mrs. Krishna was arrested on charges of desecrating the Quran. 
 

 
 
Sources: Daily Times, The News, Dawn, Express Tribune, National Commission for Justice and Peace 

 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_26-5-2005_pg7_20
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_26-5-2005_pg7_20
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005//11//27//story_27-11-2005_pg7_21
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